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Charlotte Garay

Closure, from page 8

Ottawa is a wonderful city to ride a bike. 
But take a moment now to look at your 
bike. Take a few pictures of it, write 
down any key information, and research 
how to find its serial number if it isn’t 
obvious, because today could be the last 
time you see your bike.
There is evidence that bike thefts are 

on the increase. According to the Ottawa 
Police Service (OPS), thefts $5,000 and 
under were up 17% year to date in Au-
gust (https://data.ottawapolice.ca/pages/
safety-snapshots). However, it is also 
likely that these statistics only include a 
small proportion of bike thefts.
Your first point of contact to report theft 

and suspicious activity should be the 
OPS. However, the process can be dif-
ficult to navigate. If your home, shed, or 
garage was broken into, call 911 (if theft 
is in progress) or the Police Reporting 
Unit at 613-236-1222 ext. 7300 between 
8:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. (press “1” for 
the more urgent calls). Online reporting 
is only allowed if no break and entry was 
involved. Once a report is filed, I sug-
gest reaching out to PropertyServices@
ottawapolice.ca with any pictures and 
identifying information. If a bike is 
turned in to police, they are the ones who 
will have it.
Crowdsourced recovery tools are in-

creasingly effective. The group 529 
Garage allows you to download an app 
and register your bike. You’ll also get a 
tamper-proof decal to put on your bike 
that will help with recovery. If it is sto-
len, the app will send a notification to 
others, including police, with details of 
your bike. It’s never too late to regis-
ter, even after your bike is stolen. Visit 
https://project529.com/garage for more 
information.

Act now to keep your bike safe! (and 
what to do if it has been stolen)

Facebook is another valuable resource, 
both for reporting and for finding stolen 
bikes for sale. Be careful, as not all sites 
are equal. The STOLEN Bikes Ottawa 
Facebook page administered by James 
Thompson is highly recommended. If 
you see suspicious activity or find an 
abandoned bike, you can also post here. 
Thompson’s insights into larger trends 
are eye opening, and chances are, you 
will see a familiar bike or someone you 
may know already who is part of the 
group. You can also join the Sandy Hill 
(Ottawa) Neighbours group on Facebook. 
Sadly, there are regular posts about bikes 
stolen from backyards, sheds and garages, 

or bikes that have mysteriously appeared, 
dumped on someone’s front lawn!
My son’s bike was stolen from our Sandy 

Hill shed in August. I filed a police report 
online. It was rejected four days later be-
cause as a break and enter, I should have 
reported by phone, and so I had to report 
it again. By the time police actioned my 
file, possible supporting security camera 
footage nearby was no longer available. 
But on a positive note, I managed to find 
a bike reported on the STOLEN Bikes Ot-
tawa Facebook group and helped return it 
to its owner!
I hope you enjoy many wonderful bike 

rides in our beautiful city.

Parfois un vélo volé réapparaît mystérieusement dans la cour 
de quelqu’un. Le nombre de vols de vélo augmente à Ottawa. 
Charlotte Garay suggère des façons de protéger son vélo et 
comment signaler un vol. 

Photo: Paula Kelsall

As we prepare to vote in the 2026 mu-
nicipal election, let’s take a moment to 
reflect on the city we have, the one we 
want, and what we need to do to real-
ize it. 
Step out the door and it is not hard to 

see the cracks in the city. The streets of 
Sandy Hill, like those across the city, are 
full of potholes and many sidewalks are 
so uneven they aren’t usable. Basic ser-
vices like snow removal are dangerously 
inadequate. When buses aren’t cancelled 
due to mechanical failures, they are of-
ten late. Shelters are overcrowded and 
some 20,000 people languish on waiting 
lists for social housing. A growing num-
ber of people are living (and even dying) 
on the street with many more struggling 
to afford rent.
Responsibility for this sorry state of 

affairs lies with our mayor and city 
council. Year after year they’ve chosen 
to keep tax increases below the rate of 
inflation and much lower than fellow 
Canadian cities, inhibiting their ability 
to solve the major issues facing our city.
Mayor Mark Sutcliffe has framed low 

taxes as an affordability measure, but 
poor services cost us far more. Every 

A city of neglect or a city for all?
Nick Grover

one percent tax increase deferred saves 
ratepayers $45 a year on average. Lousy 
bus service compels many people to 
spend $16,000 a year in car payments. A 
lack of affordable housing options bleeds 
the average renter $1,900/month for a 
one-bedroom and $2,400/month for a two 
bedroom.
No candidate for mayor or city coun-

cil should be taken seriously unless they 
call for a 5–6 % property tax increase, a 
realignment of spending priorities, and 
strong investments in public services that 
meet the needs of the average person.
Many around the council table claim it’s 

not the role of government to take on mas-
sive public investments, but they already 
do. We’ve seen substantial investments in 
the LRT expansion, Lansdowne 2.0, and a 
slate of suburban road widening projects. 
It’s time to turn the political enthusiasm 
towards the more basic needs of Ottawa 
residents.
We must drastically scale up the number of 

units built or acquired by Ottawa Commu-
nity Housing. Places like Vienna and Singa-
pore have such good quality public housing 
that most people across income brackets 
happily live in it. In Finland, they’ve re-
duced homelessness by 81% thanks to their 
investments in social housing.
On transportation, we need a function-

al bus network, not just the LRT. With 
Ottawa’s population set to grow by 
500,000 people in the coming decades, 
gridlock will go from bad to worse if 
they all travel by car. We urgently need 
more buses, dedicated lanes to keep 
them out of private vehicular traffic 
lanes, and fare relief to get people riding 
again. We needn’t look far for examples 
to emulate—Brampton, Edmonton, and 
Calgary are putting us to shame.
Measures to increase revenues ought 

to be accompanied by others that real-
locate current or planned expenditures 
away from unproductive uses. Much 
of the police budget falls into that cat-
egory. More policing doesn’t address 
the homelessness and despair that make 
parts of downtown chaotic and unsafe, 
nor has a growing police budget seemed 
to have reduced crime. Similarly, the 
$50 million projected annual spending 
for road widening won’t reduce traffic 
congestion; it will just attract more cars. 
When local government treats public 

goods as “last resort” options, that’s all 
they’ll ever be. We need a real alterna-
tive to private market options that are in-
creasingly too expensive for most of us. 

WHAT’S IN A NAME
ANSWERS

ACROSS

1 PIERRE TRUDEAU 
 8 PLUNDERED   9 PIG   
10 POILIEVRE  12 RAN  

13 NEPEAN
15 CARNEY  18 MARK  

19 CORKTOWN  22 TEA  
23 STÉPHANIE  26 GATES  

27 PEOPLE

DOWN

1 POP-UP  2 EMU  3 RADII  
4 THRIVE  5 UNDUE  

6 ESPERANTO  7 URGENCY  
11 IMPORTANT  13 NAMETAG
  14 AB  16 ARK  17 MONEY  

20 NIECE  21 ASKS  
24 HOE  25 NDP

Each of these registered clients is given 
an anonymous code which enables them 
to access equipment as needed. Dewar 
made the following statement about the 
services now provided to his clientele at 
the SHCHC:
“Harm reduction supplies [meaning hy-

podermic needles, tourniquets, etc.] dis-
tributed throughout Ottawa are funded 
through Ottawa Public Health and the On-
tario Ministry of Health. Funding through 
the AIDS Bureau supports our Junction 
Worker, who assists people in accessing 
supplies while also providing harm reduc-
tion education, service navigation, and 
basic-needs support. In July, there were 
3066 interactions at our site, supporting 
approximately 1088 individuals. This 
number has significantly increased since 
the closure of the SIS.
“We remain open to, and actively en-

courage, ongoing dialogue with residents, 
businesses, community partners, and oth-
er stakeholders. This includes opportuni-
ties such as the Sandy Hill Community 
Liaison Committee, our participation in 
multiple outreach and municipal tables, 
and direct conversations with community 
members who reach out to us with ques-
tions or concerns.” 
Dewar also assured me that the SHCHC 

will continue to employ security guards.

So what has changed around the 
SHCHC since the closure of the 
CTS?
Supervised injections at the SHCHC have 
stopped; there is more litter and drug para-
phernalia scattered around our neighbour-
hood; there are more ambulances called to 
treat drug consumption emergencies; and 
there are more people injecting drugs in 
public.

What has not changed
The gathering of people who use sub-
stances is still in place and the dealers 
still have their clientele; the SHCHC still 
provides access to counselling and harm 
reduction equipment; the crime rate in 
Sandy Hill has remained higher than what 
it was before the opening of the super-
vised site; there will continue to be secu-
rity guards around the SHCHC.

After going over this list while talking 
with Dewar, I summed it up by saying: “It 
seems like the situation after the site clo-
sure has actually gotten…” and he took 
the words right out of my mouth, finishing 
my sentence with “worse, much worse.” 
It’s hard to disagree.
Have those people who campaigned 

with such fervour against the supervised 
consumption site funding scored an own 
goal?


