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Odyssey celebrates 40 years of Theatre Under the Stars

Katelyn Luoma

Above:
Odyssey Theatre’s 2025 production, 
The Girl With No Hands, with 
performers Chandel Gambles, Scott 
McCulloch, Erin Loretta Mackey 
and Marlow Stainfield.  
Left and below: 
Photos from the IMAGE archive of 
past Odyssey  productions.
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Military ceremony at Beechwood 
Cemetery  introducces Inuit symbol
On May 19, IMAGE photographer Philip Owen 
attended the Beechwood Cemetery Foundation’s 
national ceremony marking the unveiling of the 
Inuit Sacred Spiritual Symbol (Qulliq) at the 
National Military Ceremony of the Canadian 
Forces. The inclusion of this symbol is intended 
to serve as a reminder of the full cultural and 
spiritual diversity of those who have served 
Canada. The ceremony featured members of the 
Indigenous and Inuit community who shared 
traditional performances. 

Left to right: M.P. Mona Fortier, Enky 
Nyamdorj, Sheena Akoomalik, Jane Singoorie, 
Ruben Komangapik, Her Excellency The Right 
Honourable Mary Simon. Back: Joey Partridge 
(who sang O Canada in Inuktitut).
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For forty years, Odyssey Theatre has 
transformed summer nights in Ottawa 
into something unforgettable.
This summer, the company celebrates 

its 40th season of Theatre Under the Stars 
with Mirandolina, a dazzling new pro-
duction adapted and directed by Eleanor 
Crowder. Running from July 23 to Au-
gust 16 in Strathcona Park, the produc-
tion promises an exciting evening of out-
door theatre filled with physical comedy, 
masks, flirtation, and razor-sharp wit.
As the sun sets and the park transforms 

into an Italian inn alive with music, com-
ic chaos, and larger-than-life characters, 
audiences will be swept into a world of 
exhilarating physical storytelling. Adapt-
ed from Carlo Goldoni’s classic The Mis-
tress of the Inn, Mirandolina continues 
Odyssey’s celebrated tradition of visually 
inventive theatre rooted in Commedia 
dell’Arte, clown, and movement-based 
performance.
For four decades, Odyssey Theatre has 

built a reputation as one of Ottawa’s most 
original and enduring cultural institu-
tions. Since launching Theatre Under the 
Stars in 1986, the company has welcomed 
generations of audiences to Strathcona 
Park, becoming nationally recognized 
for productions that blend athletic per-
formance, visual spectacle, and fearless 
theatrical invention. Long before immer-
sive theatre became a trend, Odyssey was 
creating outdoor experiences that invited 
audiences into entirely different worlds.
At the centre of this year’s production is 

Mirandolina herself: a fiercely intelligent 
and independent innkeeper determined 
to maintain control of both her business 
and her freedom despite endless advances 
from the wealthy men surrounding her. 
Clever, charismatic, and always several 
moves ahead, she expertly manipulates 

the desires and egos of her guests while 
refusing to become anyone’s prize.
But when a smug aristocrat arrives at the 

inn, boasting that he is immune to women 
and incapable of being manipulated, Mi-
randolina decides to teach him a lesson he 
will never forget.

What follows is a delicious battle of 
pride and seduction filled with deception, 
emotional warfare, comic reversals, and 
escalating chaos as Mirandolina disman-
tles his confidence piece by piece.
Though written in the 18th century, Mi-

randolina still feels strikingly modern in 
its exploration of gender, power, perfor-
mance, and independence. Crowder’s ad-
aptation embraces the playful theatricality 
of Goldoni’s comedy, while keeping Mi-
randolina’s intelligence and agency firmly 
at the centre of the story.
“With Mirandolina, audiences will be 

transported to a picturesque Italian inn un-
der the stars for the banter and giddy ac-
tion of pure Goldoni,” says Crowder.
The production features a dynamic en-

semble of Odyssey veterans alongside 
exciting newcomers. Returning artists 
include Chandel Gambles, Marlow Stain-
field, Scott McCulloch, and William Bed-
doe, joined by newcomers Jacqui du Toit 
and Jeremie Huot. Together, the six actors 
bring rapid-fire humour, bold character 
work, and nonstop theatrical energy to the 
stage.
More than simply a summer comedy, Mi-

randolina celebrates a company that has 
remained artistically ambitious, resilient, 
and deeply committed to creating unfor-
gettable theatrical experiences for Ottawa 
audiences year after year.
You can catch performances of Mirando-

lina from July 23 to August 16, Tuesdays 
through Sundays at 8 p.m., with Sunday 
matinees at 2 p.m. in Strathcona Park. 
Tickets and additional information are 
available through www.odysseytheatre.
ca. Visit Odyssey’s new online box office 
and use the promo code sandyhill2026 for 
a ticket discount.
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1 LA CÔTE DE SABLE   
8 WINDSOCKS   9 NAC   

10 SANDRA OH   12 AWRY   
14 AMICAL   16 WRIGHT   
18 KISS   19 PAUL ANKA   

22 OWN   
23 ABUNDANCE   26 DIETS   

27 ALANIS

DOWN

1 LEWIS   2 CAN   3 TASER   
4 DOCTOR   5 SASS   

6 BANDWAGON 
  7 ENCRYPT   11 NAISSANCE   

13 ORAL 
  14 AYKROYD   15 AX   

17 VALUE   
20 AXELS   21 BATS   24 DAL  

25 NON


