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You’ve 
been 

flagged

Test your memory and  
IMAG(E)ination

Photo: Christine Aubry

Did you realize there were so many animal statues in Sandy 
Hill? Where does this cat call home?

This issue’s challenge

Send your guess to:  editor@imagesandyhill.org 

G e n e r a l  a n d  C o s m e t i c  D e n t i s t r y

613-789-0800

FREE PARKING

389 Rideau St. (at Friel)

New patients and Emergencies 
always Welcome.

Appointments available on evenings and Saturday

A Beautiful Smile and A Beautiful Smile and 
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Please come see us forPlease come see us for
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The Viscount Alexander Pub-
lic School Council wishes 
to share concerns regarding 
the Ontario government’s 
recently passed Bill 33, the 
Supporting Students and 
Children Act, 2025. This leg-
islation follows the dissolu-
tion of the Ottawa Carleton 
District School Board’s 
elected trustees and the appointment of 
a single supervisor. As a result, families 
in OCDSB Ward 6, including those at 
Viscount Alexander, no longer have 
representation from their elected trustee, 
Lyra Evans.
Our first area of concern is the ex-

panded authority granted to the Ministry 
of Education to assume direct control 
of school boards. Elected school boards 
have existed in Ontario since 1850, 
providing a way for communities to 
communicate their local needs and hold 
the provincial government accountable 
for funding public education. These 
boards predate the creation of Ontario 
itself, which only became a province in 
1867. Any change to this long-standing 
structure should be approached with 
caution and broad public dialogue. At 
present, there is limited evidence of pub-
lic support for these changes, and recent 
polling suggests many Ontarians believe 
the central challenge facing schools is 
underfunding.
While our council does not always 

agree with every decision made by the 
OCDSB or its trustees, we value the 
democratic process that allows com-
munities to elect their representatives 
and determine their future. Although 
the province has the legal authority to 
appoint supervisors in certain circum-
stances, we believe significant changes 
to democratic governance should involve 
transparent consultation with the com-
munities affected.
We are also concerned about the bill’s 

requirement to reinstate school resource 
officers (SROs) in schools. Many boards 
previously removed police from schools 
following community consultation and 
research indicating that SRO programs 

can negatively impact 
the well-being of some 
students. Reports from 
the Ontario Human 
Rights Commission, 
for example, have 
highlighted dispro-
portionate impacts on 
marginalized groups, 
including racialized 

and LGBTQIA2S+ students. Given the 
diversity of our school community, we 
believe decisions about SROs should be 
supported by clear evidence and made in 
collaboration with local stakeholders.
The bill also introduces a new pro-

vincial role in naming and renaming 
schools. We recognize that conversations 
about school names can be complex and 
sensitive, particularly in diverse commu-
nities. Viscount Alexander, for example, 
was a British military officer and later 
Governor General, and his legacy can 
be viewed in different ways. We believe 
discussions about school names are best 
carried out locally, with meaningful 
involvement from families, students, and 
community members.
More broadly, we share the widespread 

view that the most significant challenges 
facing Ontario’s public education system 
relate to funding. Research from the 
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives 
estimates that provincial underfunding 
since 2018 now totals more than $6.3 
billion, with Ottawa receiving $560 less 
per student in the 2024–2025 school year 
after adjusting for inflation. These fund-
ing pressures contribute to larger class 
sizes, reduced services, and greater strain 
on school communities.
For these reasons, the Viscount Alexan-

der Public School Council respectfully 
urges the government to reconsider Bill 
33, reinstate elected trustees, and commit 
to adequately funding public education. 
We affirm the importance of accountable, 
community-based, and democratically 
elected school boards in supporting the 
success and well-being of all students.

Viscount Alexander Public 
School Parents’ Council

Viscount Alexander School parents are 
deeply dismayed by Ontario’s Bill 33

Fall 2025 issue’s puzzle  
Marilyn Whitaker correctly identified the pup on the steps of 320 Chapel 
Street and provided this additional information: “The previous owners lived 
with a series of dogs and one was a judge for many dog competitions. The 
statue of Luna, a sheepdog, appeared early this year.” While sadly the statue is 
gone now that the house has been sold, the good news is the property has been 
purchased by a Sandy Hill family who plans to restore the 1890s house and 
keep the beautiful garden. 
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