
S t r a th c ona
Pa r k

Mackenzie King Bridge

R
i d

ea
u

 R
i v

e r

R
i d e au  C ana l

Nicholas St

Colonel By Dr

Besserer St

Daly Ave

Stewart St

tS
 d

na
l r

eb
mu

C

Wilbrod St

UNIVERSITY
OF OTTAWA

tS
 s

uc
i n

re
po

C

University Pvt

Laurier Ave

ev
A 

no
sr

ed
ne

H

tS
 n

os
l e

N

ev
A 

dn
al

te
e

wS

ev
A l

l e
ss

uR tS
 l

ep
ah

C

Osgoode St

ev
A 

nr
ub

kc
al

B

ev
A 

nr
ub

l u
oG

ev
A 

hg
uo

ro
bl r

a
M

dR
 e

gn
aR

Somerset St

Templeton St

Mann Ave

se
rC

 l
ep

ah
C

Queensway

Robinson AveHurdm
an Rd

tS
 g

ru
ob

oC

tS
 e

tt
olr

ah
C

tS
 a

ts
ug

uAtS
 l

ep
ah

C

tS
 l

ei r
F

tS
 n

os
l e

N

tS
 g

ru
b

me
tr

u
W

Rideau St

Rideau St

nL
 g

ni
R

RIDEAU
CENTRE

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

1314

15

16

17

18

19

49

21

22

23

24

25 26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

96

43
44

45

46

48

50

51

97

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

77

78

79

80

81

82

84

83

85

87

88

89

106

92

47

86

93

94

90

3

1

Old W
aller Location

5

2

4

6

7
8

9

10

11 76

13

15

16

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

3132

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40
41

42
43

44

45

46

47

48

14 17

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

67

69

68

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

77 78

79

80

81

82

8384 81

85

86

87

88

8990

91

92

93

94

95

96

97

98

99

100

101

102103

104

105

106

107

108

109

110

1

2

97

95

52

98

99

100
101

102

103

104

105

91

107
109

110

108

20

66

111

Wiggins Pvt

Lees Ave

111

112

ev
A 

dr
a

wd
E 

gn
i K

113

8: F/Sgt. Donald Archibald Blue, 196 Coburg St. (F) 
9: P/O Albert E. C. Boehmer, 428 Rideau St. (F) 
10: Col. Edward C. G. Chambers, 324 Chapel St. (M)
11: CQMS Victor Clarke, 482 Cumberland St. (M)
12: W/C James Carleton Coffey, 271 Stewart St. (F)
13: Pte. Peter Henry Coulas, 274 Friel St. (M) 
14: Capt. Joseph Courtright, 259 Somerset St. E (M)
15: Lt. Gerard Raoul D'Aoust, 338 Wilbrod St. (F) 
16: WO2 John Joseph Darwin, 291 Nicholas St. (F) 
17: P/O Joseph Davis, 259 Somerset St. E (F) 
18: WO2 James Edgerton Doan, 570 Chapel St. (M)  
19: Sgmn. Leslie G. Dover, 485 King Edward Ave. (F) 
20: MS Henry Dumouchel, 41 College Ave.** (F) 
21: Capt. John Eardley-Wilmot, 234 Charlotte St. (F) 
22: WO2 Albert Ellis, 356 Rideau St. (F)
23: Pte. Francis Owen Enright, 255 Stewart St. (M) 
24: F/O Joseph R. G. Farlette, 82 Waller St. (F)
25: P/O Arthur R. R. Farley, 30 Russell Ave.1 (F) 
26: P/O Thomas E. Flanagan, 236 Russell Ave. (XF) 
27: F/O Alexander James Fraser, 391 Daly Ave. (F) 
28: Sgt. Fred Poyner Fraser, 338 Somerset St. E. (F) 
29: L/Cpl. David Ellis Friend, 392 Rideau St. (F) 
30: P/O Gordon Gallagher, 86 Marlborough Ave. (M) 
31: F/O Max Gennis, 302 Besserer St. (F) 
32: Cpl. Harold Glatt, 450 King Edward Ave. (F) 
33: Sgt. John Redvers Gorman, 75 Stewart St. (S) 
34: Stkr. Robert James Goulet, 271 Nicholas St. (F) 
35: P/O Edward A. M. Grange, 15 Blackburn Ave. (F) 

36: Cpl. George Grant, 344 Somerset St. E (M)
37: OS George Edward Gunter, 40 Waller St. (F)
38: Sgt. Arthur Edward Harris, 130 Osgoode St. (F) 
39: Tpr. Norman Ri. Hayter, 222 Somerset St. E  (F) 
40: Col. Patrick Hennessy, 544 King Edward Av. (M) 
41: Maj. Charles C. Hill, 292 Laurier Ave. E. (F) 
42: F/L James P. Ogilvie Howard, 377 Daly Ave. (F) 
43: Lt. Ward C. Hughson, 293 Stewart St. (F) 
44: P/O William Francis Hull, 96 Blackburn Ave. (F) 
45: Sgt. Duncan Stuart Hutt, 84 Russell Ave. (F) 
46: WO2 Alfred Roger Juneau, 431 Nelson St. (F) 
47: Civ. Phillip John Kerwin, 490 Wilbrod St. (F) 
48: F/Sgt. John Joseph Kincaid, 281 Besserer St. (M) 
49: Pte. Dollard Labranche, 257 Somerset St. E (F) 
50: F/O Frederick A. H. Lambart, 315 Stewart St. (F) 
51: F/O James M Larkin, 254 Rideau Street, (M) 
52: Brig. John Kelburne Lawson, 438 Daly Ave. (M) 
53: Sgt. Emerson M. Leftly, 110 College Ave.** (M) 
54: Sgt. Richard B. Long, 185 Goulburn Ave. (F) 
55: Mid. Francis L. L. Jones, 375 Stewart St. (XF) 
56: Tpr. James  Maguire, 173 Marlborough Ave. (M) 
57: L/Cdr. Paul Simon Major, 4 Range Road (F) 
58: MGen. Harold H. Matthews, 435 Daly Ave. (M) 
59: P/O Winston McCarthy, 113 Henderson Ave. (F) 
60: F/Sgt. George McKhool, 58 Laurier Ave. E. (F) 
61: P/O Roderick J. McLachlan, 50 College Ave. (F) 
62: F/L Corson S. Moir, 109 Goulburn Ave. (F)
63: Maj. Herbert B. Munro, 234 Charlotte St. (F) 

64: Sgt. Joseph Y. J. Nadon, 178 Russell Ave. (F)
65: LAC Joseph E. G. Nadon, 178 Russell Ave. (F)
66: L/Cpl. Ronald W. O'Brien, 623 Chapel St. (F) 
67: F/Sgt. Robert Joseph O'Leary, 426 Nelson St. (F)
68: Sgmn. Talbot F. P. O'Neill, 393 Nelson St. (F)
69: Cpl: Maurice Paquette, 14 Robinson Ave. (F) 
70: F/Sgt. Jean G. Pelletier, 514 King Edward Av. (F)
71: F/O Gordon F. Pritchard, 36 Osgoode Ave. (F) 
72: P/O Thomas Phillip Quinn, 455 Besserer St. (F) 
73: Gnr. Edward E. Rainboth, 289 Nelson St. (F) 
74: Maj. Robert L. Rochon, 72 Sweetland Ave. (F)
75: Lt. George L. Ross, 61 Stewart St. (F)
76: F/O Edward Lewis Saslove, 203 Besserer St. (F) 
77: P/O Abraham A.Schwartz, 172 Rideau St. (F) 
78: Col. Clyde R. Scott, 648 Rideau St. (M) 
79: F/Sgt. Joseph J. M. Seguin, 15 Osgoode St. (F) 
80: Cpl. Arthur Joseph Sevigny, 83 Stewart St. (F) 
81: WO2 Jean J. M. Simard, 468 Besserer St. (F) 
82: Capt. Frederick J. Sims, 46 Marlborough Ave. (F) 
83: Pte. Sidney Slover, 207 Charlotte St. (F) 
84: Lt. John M. G. Smart, 430 Besserer St. (F) 
85: F/O Arthur E. Snell, 650 Rideau Cres. (F) 
86: P/O Gerdan F. Snyder, 42 Stewart St. (M)
87: P/O Jack Spevak, 400 Friel St. (F)
88: F/O Ross Samuel Stanzel, 386 Chapel St. (F)
89: WO2 William C. Thom, 107 Goulburn Ave. (F)
90: L/Cpl. Ken G. Thomas, 657 King Edward Ave. (F) 
91: F/Sgt. Robert J.Thompson, 137 Wilbrod St. (F) 

92: Rfn. Gaetan Vezina, 685 King Edward Ave. (F) 
93: F/Sgt. Joseph A. E. Vincent, 168 Stewart St. (F) 
94: Cpl. Leonard Russell Wilcox, 298 Chapel St. (F) 
95: F/Sgt. Herbert Irwin Wolf, 345 Daly Ave. (F) 
96: WO2 Moses Zumar, 66 Marlborough Ave. (F) 
97: F/O Douglas B. Van Buskirk, 450 Daly Ave. (M) 
98: Pte. John Sydney Barnes, 234 Charlotte St. (M) 
99: RSM William Arthur Church, 394 Chapel St. (M) 
100: Pte. Luther Elder, 323 Chapel St.‡ (M) 
101: S/L William A. Garland, 52 Goulbourne Ave. (F) 
102: F/L Edward P. Harling, 224 Goulburn Ave. (U) 
103: F/L John T. Hook, 221 Blackburn Ave. (M)
104: Pte. Robert J. G. Horne, 356 Rideau St. (M) 
105: Cpl. Louis James Jacques, 157 Nicholas St. (F) 
106: Sgt. Michael E. Maloney, 217 Besserer St. (M)
107: Sgt. William T. Martin, 327 Somerset St. E.  (M) 
108: Tpr. Clarence C. Nadon, 87 Stewart St. (M)
109: Pte. Edward T. Shea, 205 Charlotte St, (M) 
110: WO2 Daniel Joseph Somers, 299 Nelson St. (M) 
111: F/O John Thomas Robinson, 26 Stewart St. (XF)
112: P/O Albert Edward C. Boehmer, 428 Rideau St. (F)
113: Pte. Oscar Lamoureux, 512 Rideau (M) 1941, Canada

KOREAN WAR
1 Pte. Alexander Louis Gray, 105 Daly Ave. (F) 
2 L/Cpl. Bernard George David Rice, 150 Rideau St. (F) 
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Where they now lie.

Note: 22 men from the First World War on this map have 
no known grave. They were simply vapourized by artillery 
and mortar fire or lost in the mud of the Western Front. 
Their names are inscribed on larger group memorials 
created to honour those whose bodies were never found 
— such as the Vimy Memorial or the Ypres Memorial 
(known as the Menin Gate).

KOREAN
WAR

SOUTH KOREA

2

Note: 24 men from the Second World War on this map have 
no known grave. They were mostly lost at sea on naval or 
air operations. Their names are inscribed on larger group 
memorials created to honour those whose bodies were 
never found — such as The Runnymede Memorial, Halifax 
Memorial, Ottawa Memorial or Malta Memorial.
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FLYING CORPS

FIRST WORLD WAR

NAVY

F: Familial Home (Mother, Father or both)
M: Matrimonial Home (Wife, Children)
S: Sibling named as Next of Kin
XF: Extended Family (Aunt, Grandparent etc.)
PF: Personal Friend as Next of Kin 
P: Only personal address given.
U: Unknown Next of Kin.

NEXT OF KIN (NOK)

(Later Royal Air Force)

Death due
 to war

Losses by Service

As noted in service files or casualty lists

Pte.  Private Infantry
Spr.  Sapper - Engineers Private 
Sgmn.  Signalman - Signals Private
Gnr.  Gunner - Artillery Private
Tpr:  Trooper - Cavalry Private
Dvr.  Driver - Teamster Private in Artillery
LCpl.  Lance Corporal
Cpl.  Corporal
L/Sgt.  Lance Sergeant
Sgt.  Sergeant
SSgt.  Staff Sergeant 
QMS  Quartermaster Sergeant
CQMS  Company Quartermaster Serg.
RSM  Regimental Sergeant Major
2Lt.  Second Lieutenant
Lt.  Lieutenant
Capt.  Captain
Maj.  Major 

LCol.  Lieutenant Colonel
Brig.  Brigadier General
Col.  Colonel
MGen. Major General
OS  Ordinary Seaman
Stkr.  Stoker
Mid.  Midshipman
S/Lt.  Sub-lieutenant
Fl. S. Lt.  Flight Sub-Lieutenant
L/Cdr. Lieutenant Commander
F/Sgt. Flight Sergeant
WO2  Warrant Officer 2nd Class
WO1  Warrant Officer 2nd Class
P/O Pilot Officer
F/O  Flying Officer
F/L  Flight Lieutenant

Civ.  Civilian

Rank Abbreviations

   * St Paul’s Church    ** Now Copernicus     ‡ Kildare Barracks 

Research, Mapping, Infographics by Dave O’Malley

Daly Ave

Lees Ave

FIRST WORLD WAR
1. Maj. Hamilton John Adair, 61 Blackburn Ave. (M) 
2. Gnr. John Rodger Arnoldi, 83 Goulburn Ave. (F) 
3. Dvr. Joseph Audette, 293 Nelson St. (F) 
4: Pte. George Patrick Avery, 19 1/2 Nicholas St. (PF) 
5: Pte. Alfred W. Armstrong, 349 Stewart St. (F)
6. L/Cpl. Robert Isaac Baxter, 150 Stewart St. (F) 
7: Cpl. George Frederick Beesley, 217 Nicholas St. (F) 
8. Lt. Edouard Errol Bouchette, 430 Daly Ave. (F) 
9. Lt. John Bernard Brophy, 377 Stewart St. (F)
10. Lt. Edmund Gordon Brown, 256 Daly Ave. (F) 
11. Pte. William Wesley Brown, 182 Henderson Ave. (M) 
12. Maj. William A. Cameron, 13 Blackburn Ave. (S) 
13. Capt. Gordon Burleigh Carling, 385 Laurier Ave. E. (F)
14. Capt. John Burleigh Carling, 385 Laurier Ave. E. (F)
15. Pte. James Carroll, 610 Cumberland St. (PF) 
16. Cpl. Edward Ebbs Charleson, 507 Besserer St. (M)
17. Pte. Stewart Clarke, 35A Henderson Ave.  (M)
18. F/O (Probationary) Lawrence Code, 328 Stewart St. (F)
19. Pte. Leonard Cole, 186 Russell Ave. (M)
20. Pte. James Matthew Collins, 185 Friel St. (M)
21. Pte. James Craney, 630 Cumberland St. (F) 
22. Pte. Henry Edwin Currier, 632 King Edward Ave. (F)
23. Pte. Joseph Thomas Danis, 250 Stewart St. (F)
24. Pte. Austin Dunn, 316 Nelson St. (F)
25. Lt. John Lockhart Godwin, 369 Daly Ave. (F) 
26. Lt. Charles Richard Magrath Godwin, 369 Daly Ave. (F)
27. Lt. Arthur Erskine Goodeve, 273 Wilbrod St. (F)
28. Lt. Stewart Marcon Goodeve, 273 Wilbrod St. (F) 
29. Lt. Erskine W. Gordon, 357 Somerset St. E. (F)
30. Lt. Leslie Farries Gordon, 209 Daly Ave. (S)
31. Dvr. Patrick Gosson, 190 Henderson Ave. (F)
32. Cpl. James Nicholas Grieves, 266 Nelson St. (M)
33. Cpl. William John Ernest Hack, 629 Chapel St. (F)
34. Dvr. John Hirst, 211 Besserer St. (PF)
35. Pte. Herbert Little Howe, 528 King Edward Ave. (F)
36. Lt. John D. Armstrong, 369 Stewart St. (F) 
37. Cpl. William John Killins, 391 Nelson St. (F)
38. CSM John Parker Kirkpatrick, 177 Goulburn Ave. (XF)
39. F/L Herbert David Lackey, 21 Osgoode St. (F) 
40. Pte. Harold Gordon Lake, 155 Russell Ave. (F)
41. Pte. Omer Lapensee, 221 Nicholas St. (F)
42. Pte. Edmund Clifton Lawrence, 217 Besserer St. (M)
43. Lt. Roger Horace Lelièvre, 211 Stewart St. (F) 
44. Pte. Edward MacDonald, 479 Cumberland St. (F) 
45. Pte. Harold Valdemar MacDougall, 310 Chapel St. (F)
46. Maj. Huntley Wilson MacPherson, 548 Besserer St.  (F)
47. Sgt. James Christopher Maloney, 252 Nicholas St. (F) 
48. Lt. John Le Roy Mavety, 473 Cumberland St.* (F) 
49. Dvr. Harold McBride, 185 Friel St. (F)
50. Pte. James John McCarthy, 113 Henderson Ave. (F) 
51. 2Lt. Alexander Fenton McCullough, 198 Cobourg St. (F)
52. Lt. Francis Clarence McGee, 185 Daly Ave. (F) 
53. Gnr. Gordon D. T. McGillivray, 182 Henderson Ave. (F) 
54. Pte. William M. McGovern, 118 College Ave.** (F) 
55. Pte. Mervin Henry McLatchie, 115 Besserer St. (M)
56. Pte. William McMillan, 250 Daly Ave. (F)
57. Capt. Edward Thomas Mennie, 66 Russell Ave. (M)
58. Pte. Albert Edward Moss, 497 Cumberland St. (M) 
59. Pte. Francis Mertin Frank Nash, 546 Rideau St. (F) 
60. Pte. William Nault, 497 1/2 Cumberland St.  (F)
61. Lt. Herbert Braid Northwood, 330 Chapel St. (F) 
62. Lt. James Henry O'Grady, 327 Besserer St. (F) 
63. Pte. Frank O'Meara, 73 College Ave.** (M)
64. LCol James Vincent Pat O'Donahoe, 430 Daly Ave. (S) 
65. Pte. Thomas Hugh Ogilvie, 464 Besserer St. (F)
66. Lt.  Cecil Howard Peaker, 138 Marlborough Ave. (F) 
67. Lt. Charles Adolphe Pelletier, 201 Daly Ave. (F) 
68. Pte.  James Potter, 188 Stewart St. 1916 (F) 
69. Pte. Edward Francis Quinn, 408 Rideau St. (F) 
70. Cpl. Samuel Edward Rathwell, 84 Besserer St. (M) 
71. Lt. Edric Hurdman Read, 253 Augusta St. (F) 
72. Pte. Frederick George Richards, 173 Daly Ave. (F) 
73. Pte. Albert Edward P. Richardson, 13 Osgoode St. (M) 
74. Cpl. James Allan Ritchie, 58 Russell Ave. (F) 
75. Gnr. Oliver Robert, 430 Besserer St. (F) 
76. Gnr. Arthur Robert Seaman, 221 Henderson Ave. (F) 
77. 2Lt. Ubald Hormidas Seguin, 357 Nelson St. (F) 
78. Pte. Ernest James Shea, 274 Rideau St. (F) 
79. Pte. Thomas Albert Sheridan, (F) 325 Wilbrod St. 
80. Pte. John B. Shipman, 272 Stewart St. (F) 
81. Pte. Jacie Slonemsky, 371 Friel St. (F)
82. Gnr. Robert Osbourne Smith, 15 College Ave.** (F)
83. Spr. Harry Attwod Stevenson, 657 King Edward Ave. (F)
84. Pte. James Styles, 388 Rideau St. (M) 
85. Pte. Frederick Tighe, 109 Sweetland Ave. (S)
86. Pte. William Trappitt, 236 Nicholas St. (M)
87. Lt. Elzéar Augustin Valiquet, 661 Cumberland St. (F) 
88. Lt. Maurice Henry Vidal, 196 Cobourg St., (F) 
89. Pte. Michael Waldron, 86 Stewart St. (S) 
90. Pte. William Henry Welsh, 19 Robinson Ave. (M) 
91. Pte. Harry Frederick Williams, 455 Besserer St. (F) 
92: Pte. Louis H. Coakley, 340 Somerset St. E. (S) 
93: Pte. Alexander T. Paul, 327 Somerset St. E. (F) 
94: Lt. Thomas Molyneaux Graves,  232 Stewart St. (XF) 
95: Pte. Arthur James Staples, 135 Henderson Ave. (F) 
96: Pte. Joseph Legendre, 106 Nicholas St. (M) 
97: Capt. Charles Edward McGee, 185 Daly Ave. (F) 
98: Cpl. John Collins, 208 Besserer St.  (M) 
99: Lt. Michael Cunningham, 644 Cumberland St. (F) 
100: Pte. Bruce Falconer, 35 Waller St. (P) 
101: Pte. John Alfred Foubert, 38 Besserer St, (F) 
102: Maj. Marie Louis Lambert, 491 King Edward Ave. 
103: Pte. Albert Lavictoire, 117 Nicholas St. (S) 
104: Gnr. Clair Llewellyn  Manhard, 128 Nicholas St. (M)
105: Pte. Arthur Riffon, 210 Nicholas St. (M) 
106: Capt. Norman MacLeod Weir, 455 Besserer St. (M) 
107: Pte. Harold Jams Duncan, 664 King Edward Ave. (F) 
108: Pte. Ernest Maxwell Glen, 330 Osgoode St. (M) 
109: 2Lt. John Gagne, 193 Somerset St. East, (F) 
110: Capt. Charles Edward McGee, 185 Daly Ave. (F)
111 Lt. Alexander Fenton McCullough, 198 Coburg St. (F)

SECOND WORLD WAR
1: F/O Lawrence Balfour Abelson, 96 Marlborough Ave. (F) 
2: Pte. Peter Adams, 80 Henderson Ave. (F) 
3: L/Cpl. Creighton Charles Baker, 252 Wilbrod St. (F) 
4: Spr. Gerard Barnabe, 104 Waller St. (F)
5: Sgt. Gordon Belec, 77 Sweetland Ave. (F)
6: S/L Robert Stanley Blackler, 141 Blackburn Ave. (F) 
7: Spr. Alexander Bleoo, 505 Besserer St. (F)

Dave O’Malley, former resident of Sandy Hill

Young men and women who are killed on active service are said to 
have paid the “supreme sacrifice.” There’s not much more that you 
can give than your life, but I believe that the greatest sacrifice of 
all is borne by the families of those killed in the line of duty. Airmen, 
soldiers and sailors who die in battle are lionized, and rightly so, but 
it’s their mothers, fathers, wives and families who are conscripted 
to carry the burden of that sacrifice to the end of their days. This 
mapping project is dedicated to those families of Sandy Hill who lost 
a loved one in the great wars of the 20th Century.

This is a map of sorrow, a geographic depiction of the carnage on the 
home front and a way to change the abstraction of remembrance 
into a visceral understanding of the emotional damage done in 
Sandy Hill over that 30-year period. Each pin on this map represents 
the home of the fallen’s next-of-kin. For the most part, this meant 
the parental home, the marital home or residence where a wife was 
living with her parents. In some cases a sibling, grandparent or even 
a friend or lover was all a soldier could muster as next-of-kin. I used 
only addresses that were mentioned in casualty lists, service files or 
as reported in the daily broadsheet newspapers and cross-checked 
these sources for accuracy. 

There was nothing particularly special about Sandy Hill that brought 
this plague of anguish, nothing it deserved, nothing that warranted 
a special attention from death. Every community in Canada took 
the same punishment, felt the endless blows to its heart, felt its life 
blood seeping away. Parents stood by while their sons and daughters 
left home, the routines that gave them comfort, the futures that 
beckoned, and began arduous journeys that would lead most to war 
and great risk of death.

Some would die in training, others in transit. Some of disease and 
even murder. Some in accidents close to home, others would fall from 
the sky deep in enemy lands. Some by “friendly” fire, others by great 
malice. Many would simply disappear with no known grave, lost to 
the sea, a cloud-covered mountain, a blinding flash, a trackless jungle. 
Some would die in an instant, others with prolonged fear and pain. An 
extraordinarily high number of those who survived would not come 
home in one piece. We have made no judgment on the manner of 
death. If they were on a casualty list or in the Canadian Virtual War 
Memorial, they were included. The vast majority died in action or on 
military service.

It was interesting to note that in the First World War, 35 percent 
of all those killed from Sandy Hill were officers. In Centretown, just 
across the canal, that number was just 16 percent. This higher 
number reflects the socio-economic status of Sandy Hill in 1914 at 
the start of the war — with more scions of lumber barons, industrial 
captains, lawyers, general officers and government leaders who 
were able to attend military college or use their connections to 
secure commissions. By the Second World War, however, both Sandy 
Hill and Centretown were on par for an enlisted/officer ratio. 

In the First World War men enlisted to fight for “King and Empire” 
(as misguided as that was). Many young men were first-generation 
immigrants from Britain and she was still their first loyalty. Through 
cynical patriotic suasion, the Empire recruited cannon fodder from 
her colonies and fed them into a British-led meat grinder on the 
Western Front.  

By the Second World War, Canada’s military services were led by 
Canadian officers. The experiences of the previous war and the 
lessons learned on Vimy Ridge meant Canadian men were no longer 
a British resource to waste on the battlefield. Young men across 
Canada joined to fight absolute tyranny, cruelty and oppression. 
They fought and died from Hong Kong to Germany, from Denmark 
to Egypt.

Almost 50 of the men on this map simply vanished — vapourized by 
artillery or their own bomb loads or buried in the mud of no man’s 
land. Others disappeared into the English Channel, Mediterranean 
Sea, North Sea, or the dark depths of the Atlantic Ocean. Their 
mothers and fathers would have no answers, no headstone, no 
closure, as we call it today. Simply a name on a wall in a place they 
would likely never visit, a picture of a boy in a uniform on the mantel 
and memories to haunt them until their dying days. 

It puts things into perspective when we reflect on the challenges 
we face today — homelessness, employment, healthcare, child 
care or work-life balance. Our stresses are real, but we don’t live in 
fear that our sons and daughters will be killed in a war. We live in 
a self-centred and entitled world, and it’s important to know that 
other families have survived far worse pressures and tragedies; that 
others postponed their happiness or even forfeited it for a collective 
cause. 

Time, as it always does, heals all, or perhaps obscures all. It has put 
temporal distance between these events and our own lives. New 
families have replaced these families in Sandy Hill’s houses, and in 
turn they have been replaced. Though these men are now long dead, 
Sandy Hill is still home to their ghosts and we should acknowledge 
their presence, should remember them in the name of their families.

This project began as a result of curiosity and then became an 
homage to the parents, siblings, wives and grandparents, some 
of whom carried the terrible weight of sacrifice well into the 21st 
Century. An homage to the Silver Cross Mothers, the broken fathers, 
the shattered families and the solitary wives. God bless them.

neighbourhood of ghosts
Mapping Heartbreak On The Sandy Hill Home Front During The 20th Century Wars

By Julian Armour and Dave O’Malley

Julian Armour, resident of Sandy Hill

I have had the great honour of being involved with Dave O’Malley’s 
“Neighbourhood of Sacrifice” project for almost five years. This 
remarkable initiative continues to evolve and it becomes increasingly 
more fascinating. Each time I look at his maps, I feel myself more and 
more moved.

I have admired Dave for many years. His spectacular graphic design 
never fails to delight and amaze. He has been an incredible community 
builder, and has a remarkable track record of volunteering with a wide 
range of community organizations, including arts groups, festivals, and 
a range of health-related causes. In 2020, he was named to the Order 
of Ottawa, an honour he richly deserves.

While I had admired his work for years, I only met him in person for the 
first time in 2009, when I was Executive Director of the Canadian Tulip 
Festival. We put on a wonderfully ambitious festival that expanded 
this spring celebration to four different locations. Dave created the 
most beautiful poster and graphic I ever could have imagined.

Fast forward to 2020. After two fascinating and delightful years 
working with the Tulip Festival, I had gone on to found Music and 
Beyond. Thanks to Grant Hooker, one of the long-time pillars of the 
Tulip Festival, a partnership was formed between these two major 
festivals. Music and Beyond would be programming a series of music 
to complement the whole Tulip experience. Early in 2020, Grant 
made me aware of Dave O’Malley’s new project, “Neighbourhood of 
Sacrifice”. It was both beautiful and chilling.  What I saw was a map 
of The Glebe,  Centretown and a few surrounding areas.  I saw the 
familiar grid of streets in an area I know very well, with numbered 
dots in red, black and blue carefully placed on this grid. 

The first effect on me was as horrifying for me as it would be for 
anyone else. Each dot represented a serviceman who had died in 
World War II.  It was hard not to look at Dave O’Malley’s map without 
being profoundly moved. Each dot represented the death of a young 
man who had his whole life ahead of him.  As the father of four boys, 
I can’t begin to comprehend what it would be like to experience any 
of them heading off to war, and how shattering it would be to learn 
they would never be coming back.

Only seconds after I was first shown the map, I saw something 
completely different. I saw lines covered with dots. I have been trained 
to read music ever since I was a little kid, and musical notation jumped 
out at me. I took out some music paper and chose five streets in the 
Glebe to be five lines of a normal music staff. The dots representing 
these poor young men who were killed became notes. I then sent these 
notes to the superb Ottawa composer Gilles Leclerc and asked him if 
he would consider writing a piece based on them. And what a piece he 
wrote!  Out of the hundreds of pieces I have premiered in my career, 
this was one of the most powerful and deeply moving of all of them.

Gilles created a profound and evocative  work called “Glebe North – 
Leaving Home.” It depicts young men leaving their homes in the Glebe 
with all of the excitement of heading off to a new adventure. We hear 
musical depictions of combat and then the inevitable sad ending to 
this “adventure.”

Gille Leclerc’s piece brought many people to tears, an experience 
heightened by the fact that I was performing it with one of my sons, 
Francis, who was twelve years old at the time. I will play this work 
again at this summer’s Music and Beyond festival.

I was so intrigued by this project, that I asked Dave about my own 
neighbourhood, Sandy Hill. Our family lives in the home where James 
Lorimer Ilsley used to live. Ilsley was MacKenzie King’s Minister of 
Finance during World War II, a period when taxation in Canada 
exploded to pay for this incredibly expensive war. 

Dave O’Malley has produced a powerful map of Sandy Hill that includes 
WWI,  WWII and the Korean War. It is worth noting that in World War 
I, a large percentage of the servicemen in Sandy Hill, were officers.  
This speaks to the fact that, at that time, Sandy Hill was where many 
wealthy families lived, until Rockcliffe grew to prominence.

While no one living in our house was killed in either war, this perhaps 
speaks to the fact that people living here were of the wrong ages to 
serve in the forces. However, our whole street and all of Sandy Hill are 
lined with these gruesome markers.

My own family was similarly untouched. My Canadian grandfather 
taught navigation to Canadian and British airmen during WWII. As we 
know, an alarmingly high number of these young men did not return 
home. My mother’s father was a corporal in the British army, but this 
was before World War II had started. My father was only a child during 
this war, but he briefly joined the Canadian Naval Reserves when he 
was in university.

I had grown up thinking Canada was the most peaceful nation on 
Earth, but I am concerned by how close we Canadians are to foreign 
wars. Just like World War I, I fear it may be too easy to be drawn into 
a war as many countries move to make binding alliances and create 
new enemies. As a father, and looking at this map, I am grateful for 
the peacefulness of our own land, but it also makes me fearful that 
the wrong chain of events could bring on a very different reality.

I once played at an event for Boris Yeltsin and Brian Mulroney. At some 
point, Yeltsin ran up to the stage and shook my hand. We all thought 
this was truly the end of the Cold War. How wrong we were…

As mentioned in the introduction, this map is not necessarily a geographic depiction 
of the pre-war homes of Sandy Hill’s war dead, but rather a map of the residences 
of their next-of-kin — the lovers and mothers and fathers whose lives were broken 
with the news of their deaths. For the most part these addresses were the same 
as those who were lost, but not always. Sometimes parents lived in Sandy Hill, but 
the soldier lived elsewhere. In the cases of an extraordinary number of these men, 
their next-of-kin (usually a mother or a wife) moved anywhere from two to six times 
between enlistment and death. We cannot tell if this was the result of economic 
conditions or simply moving in with relations, but pinning down the exact address 
where next-of-kin lived proved difficult for a number of the dead. 

There were sometimes different addresses for kin given at enlistment, in casualty lists 
or in battlefield wills. A few had wives in Sandy Hill, but parents in another Ottawa 

neighbourhood or vice versa. By cross referencing information given in attestation papers 
signed at enlistment with newspaper stories and post mortem administrative forms we 
did our best to pin down a residence. It’s possible some are incorrect. It’s also possible that 
we have missed a serviceman or two in our search as some records are scant or missing. 
Some casualty lists recorded men who were simply missing and we may have missed a 
later casualty list confirming death. By and large, however, we think this map is a fair 
representation of the pain and suffering of the families of Sandy Hill’s lost men.

Similar maps have been created for other Ottawa neighbourhoods including the Glebe, Old 
Ottawa South, Centretown, Ottawa East, and Kitchissippi. These have all been published in 
their respective community newspapers. 

To watch a video of Julian and Francis Armour performing Glebe North—Leaving 
home, visit YouTube and search for “A Neighbourhood Sacrifice”


