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There is nothing more valuable than time with your 
family. Join me with your loved ones for a skate on 
February 20, Ontario’s Family Day.

Bernard-Grandmaître Arena 
309 McArthur Avenue 
From 11 a.m. till 12 p.m.

Il n’y a rien de plus important que de passer du temps en 
famille. Venez avec vos proches patiner le 20 février, 
Jour de la famille en Ontario.

Aréna Bernard-Grandmaître 
309, avenue McArthur 
De 11 h à midi

Chères résidentes et résidents,
L’été a filé à toute vitesse, mais il 
a été marqué par de précieuses 
rencontres en personne, des 
échanges constructifs sur les défis 
et les espoirs de notre communauté, 
ainsi que par une collaboration 
fructueuse avec diverses 
organisations locales. Ces moments 
ont été une source d’inspiration et 
de motivation pour moi, renforçant 
mon engagement envers notre belle 
région.
Avec la reprise de la session 
parlementaire, la première semaine 
s’est déroulée sans encombre, 
marquée par des moments 
mémorables lorsque nous avons 
chaleureusement accueilli mes 
nouvelles collègues, Andrea Hazell 
et Karen McCrimmon. Toutes deux 
ont fait preuve d’un dévouement 
inébranlable envers leurs 
communautés respectives et sont 
prêtes à assumer des rôles cruciaux 
dans notre mission commune de 
créer une Ontario plus juste. J’ai 
hâte à notre collaboration pour 
promouvoir les intérêts de notre 
province.

Le Projet de Loi 41 : Une mesure 
essentielle pour la protection des 
survivantes de la traite des per-
sonnes
Le projet de loi 41, visant à 
protéger les survivantes de la traite 
des personnes contre les dettes 
contractées en leur nom par leur 
trafiquant, a franchi une étape 
importante. Le Comité permanent 
de la justice a complété la révision 
du projet de loi et l’a renvoyé à la 
Chambre pour le débat final. Un 
travail ardu et de longue haleine a 
été nécessaire pour amener tous les 
partis à Queen’s Park à appuyer ce 
projet de loi qui pourrait apporter 
une aide concrète aux survivantes 
de la traite des personnes, s’il est 
adopté. D’autres mesures sont 
évidemment requises pour enrayer 
ce fléau mondial et je m’implique 
également à ce niveau avec 
l’Assemblée parlementaire de la 
Francophonie, dans une perspective 
internationale.

Dans la communauté
Tout en continuant à m’investir 
pleinement dans notre communauté 
à travers une série d’événements 
passionnants, je suis impatiente 
de vous rencontrer pour échanger 
sur vos préoccupations. Nos 
cafés-discussions se tiennent 
régulièrement, et je vous encourage 
chaleureusement à y participer 
activement. De plus, je vous invite 
à vous abonner à notre infolettre 
afin de rester informé(e) de nos 
prochaines activités.

Dear residents,
The summer season came to an end 
all too swiftly, marked by meaningful 
in-person encounters, constructive 
discussions about our community’s 
challenges and aspirations, and 
successful partnerships with various 
local organizations. These moments 
have been a source of inspiration 
and motivation for me, reinforcing 
my dedication to our wonderful 
region.
With the resumption of the 
parliamentary session, the inaugural 
week unfolded smoothly, marked by 
heartfelt moments as we extended 
a warm welcome to my esteemed 
colleagues, Andrea Hazell and 
Karen McCrimmon. Both have 
shown unwavering dedication to 
their respective communities and 
are ready to take on crucial roles 
in our shared mission to create a 
fairer Ontario. I eagerly look forward 
to our upcoming collaborative 
efforts, aimed at advancing the best 
interests of our province.

Bill 41: An Essential Measure 
Towards Protecting Human 
Trafficking Survivors
Bill 41, aimed at safeguarding 
survivors of human trafficking from 
debts incurred in their name by their 
traffickers, reached a significant 
milestone. The Standing Committee 
on Justice completed its review 
of the bill and sent it back to the 
House for final debate. It required 
persistent and extensive effort to 
garner support from all parties at 
Queen’s Park for this bill, which, 
if passed, could provide tangible 
assistance to human trafficking 
survivors. Clearly, additional 
measures are needed to combat 
this global scourge, and I am 
also involved in this work at an 
international level through the 
Assemblée Parlementaire de la 
Francophonie.

In the community
As I strive for greater community 
engagement through upcoming 
events, I look forward to meeting 
you and hearing your concerns. 
Our coffee discussions continue 
to occur regularly, and I strongly 
encourage your active participation. 
I extend an invitation for you to 
subscribe to our newsletter to stay 
abreast of upcoming activities.

Lucille Collard
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Alors que les fêtes de fin d’année 
approchent à grands pas, je 
souhaite exprimer ma gratitude 
à ceux qui m’ont soutenu et aidé 
tout au long de l’année dans mes 
efforts pour instaurer plus d’équité 
dans Ottawa-Vanier. Cette période 
de l’année est un rappel poignant 
de l’importance de l’unité, de la 
générosité et du partage. C’est 
l’occasion de tendre la main à nos 
voisins, d’apporter notre soutien 
à ceux qui sont dans le besoin et 
de faire preuve de compassion 
à l’égard des membres les plus 
vulnérables de notre communauté. 
Je suis très reconnaissante de 
l’esprit de famille dont les membres 
de notre communauté font toujours 
preuve, et ce de différentes 
manières.

Ottawa-Vanier reste au premier 
plan de mes préoccupations, et 
j’intensifie mes efforts pour discuter 
avec les ministres afin de trouver 
des solutions aux problèmes urgents 
qui nous affectent profondément. Le 
logement, la toxicomanie, la santé, 
y compris la santé mentale et les 
soins aux personnes âgées, et le 
soutien à nos entreprises requièrent 
tous une attention particulière. J’ai 
toujours considéré la collaboration 
comme l’un des meilleurs outils pour 
parvenir à des résultats. Je suis très 
fière d’avoir pu obtenir le soutien 
de tous les partis à Queen’s Park 
pour mon projet de loi d’initiative 
parlementaire visant à aider les 
victimes de la traite des êtres 
humains. Ce type de coopération 
est rare en politique, et il serait 
formidable d’en voir davantage.

Sur une note de célébration et de 
réussite commune, j’adresse mes 
plus chaleureuses félicitations à 
Edith Dumont pour sa nomination 
historique en tant que première 
Lieutenante-Gouverneure 
Franco-Ontarienne. Ce jalon 
ne reflète pas seulement ses 
réalisations individuelles, mais 
signifie également le progrès 
et la représentation de notre 
communauté diversifiée.

Je vous souhaite à tous de joyeuses 
fêtes de fin d’année et je vous invite 
à continuer à faire preuve d’unité 
et de solidarité. Ensemble, nous 
pouvons relever les défis qui nous 
attendent.

As we get into the holiday season 
spirit, I want to express my gratitude 
to those who have stood by me and 
helped me throughout the year in 
my efforts to bring more fairness in 
Ottawa - Vanier. This time of year 
serves as a poignant reminder of 
the significance of unity, generosity, 
and sharing. It’s an opportunity to 
reach out to our neighbors, extend 
support to those in need, and show 
compassion for the most vulnerable 
members of our community. I am 
so thankful for the community spirit 
that people in our neighbourhoods 
always exhibit, in so many ways.

In my role at Queen’s Park, I am 
dedicated to working tirelessly for 
the well-being of everyone in our 
community. Ottawa-Vanier remains 
at the forefront of my concerns, 
and I am intensifying my efforts 
to engage with ministers to find 
solutions to the pressing issues 
that deeply impact us. Housing, 
drug addictions, health, including 
mental health and seniors’ care, 
and support for our businesses 
all demand special attention. I’ve 
always counted collaboration as 
one of the best tools to achieve 
progress. And I’m so proud that 
I was able to obtain the support 
of all parties at Queen’s Park for 
my Private Member’s Bill to help 
survivors of human trafficking. This 
kind of cooperation is rare in politics 
and it would be wonderful to see 
more of it.

I also extend my warmest 
congratulations to local resident 
Edith Dumont on her historic 
appointment as the first Franco-
Ontarian Lieutenant Governor. 
This milestone not only reflects 
her individual accomplishments 
but also signifies progress and 
representation for our diverse 
community.

I invite you to continue showing 
a community spirit; together we 
can meet the challenges of the 
upcoming year. I wish you all a 
joyful holiday season.

Drawing of The Strathcona that appeared in the Ottawa Citizen (April 20, 
1927); the artist is unknown  

Photo: Ottawa Citizen

For the record

The Strathcona is an 
exceptional example 
of the shift towards 
multiple unit residential 
that characterized 
early twentieth century 
redevelopment in Sandy 
hill. The more remarkable 
architectural features 
include monumental 
columns, supporting 
multi-level porches, an 
entrance courtyard with 
an elaborate frontispiece, 
the use of polychromatic 
masonry, and distinctive 
art glass windows

 Designated Heritage by the City 
of Ottawa - March 2, 1994

➤ from p. 10

In 1961 when he sold the Strathcona, a 
one-bedroom apartment was renting for 
between $90 and $95 and a 3 bedroom 
for $185 a month. The current buildings 
owner, Sandy Smallwood, described 
Sam this way, “the building built the 
man.” 
The years between Sam and Sandy 

were some hard ones for a now aging 
building. 
Sandy bought the building in 1992. 

Known as the heritage developer, he 
was approached by the building’s 
Tenant Association; they proposed that 
he should buy and save the building. 
He quickly found out that a previous 
owner had violated the rent control laws 
and had to compensate the tenants with 
upwards of $1 million and return the 
rents to a low level. With “Duct Tape” 
being a favourite tool for repair, the 
building had greatly deteriorated.
Sandy recalled how one senior 

government mandarin lived in a large 
apartment, had a chauffeur collect her 
each morning, but only paid rent of 
$1,500. However, it was not only the 
rich that lived in the Strathcona. Like 
Sandy Hill, the building was a mixed 
community. Rich people lived in the 
larger apartments, but there were studios 
and one-bedroom units with tenants 
of modest means. “The Strathcona has 
always been a popular building with 
artists,” said Smallwood. 
In talking with Sandy, I was given a 

history lesson on the development of 
modern apartment buildings and how 
they serviced the needs of women. 
Boarding houses didn’t have a good 
reputation, but an apartment was a safe 
home for a single person and provided 
long term habitation. Some would live 
in the same building for up to 50 years. 
Today there are tenants in residence that 
where there before he purchased the 
building. 
Sandy has become known as the 

developer that loves heritage buildings 
and hates sending them to the land fill. 
He helped save the Panet House on the 
corner of Laurier and King Edward, the 
Windsor Arms Apartments on Argyle, 
and led the Wallis House redevelopment. 
There are 1,000 windows in the 
buildings he owns, and everyone of them 
is worth saving, he told me. Repairing 
and replacing those large Strathcona 
balcony columns is enough work to 
employ a team of carpenters. 
A 95-year-old building that has 100 

units has many stories to tell of those 
that lived in it. The Strathcona has had 
a wide rage of tenants. Long before he 
became a famous Canadian business 
leader and horse breeder, owner of 
Northern Dancer, a young E.P., Taylor 
and his wife set up house there. Hewitt 
Bostock, Speaker of the Senate, was 
an early resident. During the war 
years, Royal Canadian Naval Reserve 

Commander Albert Robert Ernest 
Coleman and Squadron Leader C. E. 
Napier shared an apartment, as did many 
others. In 1953, Dr. Ephraim Herbert 
Coleman, Canada’s first ambassador to 
CUBA (1952), and his wife moved in 
after their posting to Brazil. Coleman 
was the public servant that organized 
the secret Quebec Conference in 1943 
that brough Churchill and Roosevelt to 
Canada for a war leaders’ meeting hosted 
by Prime Minister King.
It was not only the leaders of industry 

and commerce that called the Strathcona 
home. The leader of the CCF, Major J. 
M. Coldwell, and his wife and daughter 
were tenants. Tommy Douglas and his 
wife Irma lived in apartment #108 for 
several years when he was first elected 
NDP leader in 1961. 
Jacquelin Holzman (nee Greenberg), 

a future mayor of Ottawa, grew up in 
the Strathcona. A young Paul Dewar, 
who would go on to be a member of 
Parliament for Ottawa Centre, was the 
head of the Tenants Association when he 
lived there. His future wife Julia Sneyd 
was also a tenant in the building. 
In 1955, Member of Parliament John 

Diefenbaker and wife Olive moved to 
the Strathcona Apartments where they 
lived until the following year when 
he became leader of the Progressive 
Conservative Party and leader of the 
official opposition. They lived in 
apartment 214, which had just been 
vacated by one-time Public Service 
union leader Frank Grierson (who was 
the subject of the cover story in the 
October-November issue of IMAGE). 


